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Gateway Heights Swim Club

P.O. Box 284

Monroeville, PA  15146
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Dear Prospective Member,

Thank you for your interest in the Gateway Heights Swim Club!

We are looking forward to your family joining us for a great season of summer fun.  Gateway Heights is one of the premier swim clubs in Monroeville and is a popular social gathering place for all.  There are activities and social events for everyone, child through adult, and we are conveniently located on Ramsey Road, just a short walk from the light at Haymaker Road.  Ramsey Elementary School is about a 5-minute walk a little farther down the road.  

Gateway Heights Club features the following: 

· Heated pool, diving board, staff of certified lifeguards, and a full-time pool manager.  

· Large water area -- among the largest in Monroeville, 25 yards wide by 32 yards long, with a shape similar to logo in the left corner of this letter.  

· Located in a Beautiful Setting, Lush with Greenery, and if needed, plenty of Shade.  The pool is also Hidden Away from the view of general traffic and does not have many of the disadvantages you might have experienced in various public or municipal pools.  We also have reclining lawn chairs and a very Generous Grassy area and pool deck for sunbathing. Shade is also available near the baby pool.

· Shallow end of the main pool is larger and shallower (2-3 ft deep) than that of many pools.  It’s great for many ages; especially youngsters who are just a little too old for the baby pool and is ideal for their typical water play games.

· Though Gateway Heights draws its membership from the public at large, our system is that of a “season membership”, and NOT on “pay-by-the-day walk-ins” (except for someone who comes as a guest of a season member).  All patrons are members and their guests.  

· Picnic tables and 3 pavilions, which are near both the baby pool and the main pool.

· Baby pool is separate from the main pool so toddlers cannot accidentally wander into deeper water of the main pool.  It is however close enough to the main pool for parents to easily see children in the main pool. 

· Snack bar that includes both hot and cold foods and snacks.  Patrons are also permitted to bring their own food.

· Excellent Swim Team program for ages 6 through 17.

· TWO EXCLUSIVELY RESERVED ADULT LANES, one for laps, the other for water walking.  These are always available for adults, at all times of the day.  

· A location close enough for many kids to walk or ride their bike to and from the pool from the surrounding neighborhood.  

· Spacious shower and dressing rooms (with hot water).  

· Swim lessons and Tennis lessons available for all ages.
· Free use of 2 Tennis Courts.

· Volleyball court, with a smooth sand lot floor.

· Facility available at low rates for private party use (e.g. birthday pool party, graduation parties, etc.).

· Open from the Saturday of Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day, 7 days a week, including holidays. Normal pool hours are 12 noon – 8 PM everyday during the summer season.  During the periods at the beginning and end of the swim season, while school is in session, the pool hours are 3:00 to 7:00 PM on weekdays.  

Membership

We have 3 different types of memberships available:

· Associate

· Bond Payment Plan

· Bond

Dues for an Associate membership are $355.  There are a limited number of Associate memberships available.  Prior year Associate members have the opportunity to renew their membership until April 1, 2012.  After this date, any Associate Memberships available will be released to the public.  Available memberships will be filled on a first come first serve basis until sold out.

Again this year, Gateway Heights Club is offering a $100 discount to any member who purchases a bond or enters into a new Bond Payment Plan. This makes bonded membership in our club an even more cost-effective alternative to Associate Memberships. Payments for a Bond Payment Plan membership are $290 for the first year and $360 for the next 5 years.  By entering into a Bond Payment Plan, you will be paying for a bond on a partial basis instead of all at once. Partial Bond members pay the lower Bond Membership dues of $290 plus a portion, which goes toward payment of a bond.  A bond costs $450, at the end of the 6th year; the bond will be paid in full.  When Members quit the pool, they then have a bond worth $450 that they can sell. See the next page for a detailed explanation of the Partial Bond Membership.

Dues for a bonded membership are $640, if you buy a bond outright for the first year and $290 thereafter.  This membership is currently available and again more cost effective than an Associate member if you have young children and will be members for at least 6 years.  The Bond Membership pays the bond in full and than has a Bond, which can be sold upon resignation from the club.  There are bonded members with bonds for sale who would be willing to negotiate the sale of their bond, also, if you so desire.  
We currently have a limited number of Bonded and Bond Payment Plan Memberships available; so if you are interested in joining consider buying a bond to reserve your membership now!

 So, Why Should I buy a Bond?

There are many benefits to becoming a bonded member at Gateway Heights.

1. First, a Bonded Membership avoids the potential hassle and limits on the availability of Associate membership.  The past several years the pool’s Associate membership has been full!

2. Second, it can be financially advantageous.  Bonded dues are cheaper! There is a big enough difference between the $290 Bonded rate and the $355 Associate rate that a “break even” point occurs within a reasonable number of years of belonging to the pool.

3. Third, you are making a valuable contribution to support a community asset in our neighborhood that without the bonded membership would not be here for us to enjoy.

4. Fourth, the pool is co-operatively owned by the bonded members, and is operated on a non-profit basis solely for the enjoyment and benefit of the Associate and Bonded members (but especially the kids!).   Being non-profit also helps keeps the dues lower.   

5. Again this year, members who purchase a bond or enter into a new Bond Payment Plan will receive a one-time bonus of $100 off this year’s dues ($190 instead of $290 for Bonded members)

Currently, the Associate Member rate is $355, and the Bonded Rate is $290.   That’s quite a difference! To get the bonded rate, you must either own a bond or be on the bonded payment plan.   Both new members and existing Associate members can opt for bonded membership.

The cost of a bond is $450, payable all at once, or you can go on the “interest-free” payment plan, making 6 payments - paying $100 the first year, and $70 for year for each of the following 5 consecutive years.   While you are on this plan, your dues are at the regular bonded rate, so the difference in the two dues rates just about pays for the bond.   However, if you are an Associate member for “all those years”, you’ll lose out on the difference in the dues accumulating bond equity, and having lower dues in the years later on.  In addition, when your family resigns its membership, you will have the opportunity to sell your bond to another family and possibly receive the value of your $450 bond.

Let’s compare an Associate Membership to the Bond Payment Plan Membership ….

	Year
	Associate Dues*
	Partial Bond Dues*
	Partial Bond Payment

	1
	$355
	$290
	$190 + $100 towards Bond

	2
	$355
	$360
	$290 + $70 towards Bond

	3
	$355
	$360
	$290 + $70 towards Bond

	4
	$355
	$360
	$290 + $70 towards Bond

	5
	$355
	$360
	$290 + $70 towards Bond

	6
	$355
	$360
	$290 + $70 towards Bond

	7
	$355
	$290
	

	8
	$355
	$290
	

	9
	$355
	$290
	

	10
	$355
	$290
	

	Total
	$3,550
	$3,250
	

	Bond Sale
	 - 
	($450)
	

	Final Cost
	
	$2,800
	


If you have young children, you will probably be in the pool for at least 10 years.  It is easy to see that if you plan early, and choose the bonded membership; you will have a lot of years at the lower bonded rate. 

*Please note that, it is not possible to predict exactly how much expenses will change in the future. For this reason, the above dues and savings are shown for illustration purposes only, and are subject to change as stated in the bylaws.  

How do you join?

If you are interested in a Bonded Membership – either in full or using the bond payment plan, fill out the enclosed application and Bond Purchase Agreement Form and submit with your check made payable to Gateway Heights Swim Club as soon as possible to:

Gateway Heights Club, PO Box 284, Monroeville, PA  15146. Attn: Membership

If you are interested in an Associate Membership, please email membership@gatewayheights.com  to check on availability.  Available memberships will be distributed first come, first serve.  You will need to complete the enclosed application and submit with your check to the above address.

Now that you have joined….

You will need to pick up pool tags and the pool newsletter. Pool tags are required for entry into the pool.  You will be assigned a number and receive a tag for each member of your family.  (Members usually put their tags on a key chain.)  At the check in desk, just hand your tags to the guard on duty.

The annual newsletter “The Splash” contains all the information you will need to know about the pool and activities for the upcoming season, including general information and pool rules as well as registration and fee information for the swim team, swim lessons, tennis lessons, and parties. It should answer any question you might have about the pool. However, if you have any other questions, please don’t hesitate to give use a call.

Your pool tags and copy of “The Splash” will be available for you to pick up on our Annual “Be True to Your Pool” day on Saturday, May 5th. Otherwise, tags and the newsletter will be available for you to pick up the first time you come to the pool. Opening day is scheduled for Saturday, May 26th.

Did you know that volunteers manage our swim club?  Signing up new members, coordinating the swim team, maintaining the grounds, and filling the pool…are all done by volunteers who are committed to maintaining Gateway Heights Swim Club as the premier swim club in the East.  We are always in need of help.  If you are interested and can help us, please plan to participate and assist with the many activities available.  We rely on parent participation to help with many of the activities that our kids are engaged in.  On the application, please be sure to note your areas of interest to help make the pool a better place for all.  The key categories are:

· Sports - swim team, tennis, aerobics programs, etc.

· Grounds - light gardening such as planting, weeding, etc.

· Construction - repair or building project to enhance the facility

Remember, the pool relies on its involved members to remain the premier swim club in Monroeville.

If you have any other questions, please visit our website at www.gatewayheights.com or contact the Membership Committee at membership@gatewayheights.com or contact me by phone

at 724-744-0281.

Sincerely yours,

Mary Beth Gibbon

Membership Coordinator

membership@gatewayheights.com
724-744-0281
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